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This illustration series explores the landscapes of 7 states and 
National Parks within the Western United States. Never having been 
to these states before, these Illustrations were created based on my 
initial knowledge and visual research. Over the summer of 2021,
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I embarked on a month long solo road trip across the country to see 
these places and to document the printed illustrations next to the 
scenes they depict. This was an exploratory process of finding locations 
in real life that most accurately matched the images I created.
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This Brand Design project was completed in collaboration 
with a partner and responds to a clients vision for a community 
kitchen space which provides rental space for cooking classes and 
also a food pantry of freshly prepared meals which incorporates 
local produce from Portland, Maine.
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This series illustrates the Nigerian Folktale of why 
the sun and the moon live in the sky. Combining 
the paper like textures and classic theme with 
clean imagery and modern colors gives this story a 
more contemporary feel.  
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Over the course of 12 weeks I explored various 
social issues and how we approach them in the 
Design industry. Each week I was tasked with 
summarizing related articles and designing spreads 
that visually reflected the issues. Halfway through 
this process I went back and created a more cohe-
sive grid structure and redesigned the pages using a 
strict color scheme. This project challenged me to 
use more experimental systems and typography.
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I spent a month filtering through the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service database with over 900 declining 
flora species across the country. I researched 
the anthropogenic reasons for their declining 
populations. I decided which plants I would include 
based on their Endangered Species Act listing status 
of either vulnerable, threatened, or endangered. 
I chose flora that are specific to each region with 
forms I thought would visually compliment each 
other when I began drawing. 

After the research stage, I moved on to drawing. 
This process took about 8 hours for each region. 
I first sketched each plant so I could find a good 
composition. Next, I would plan out my color use so 
there would be a good sense of harmony between 
them and so I could balance my color palette 
throughout the regions. Finally, I drew each plant 
adding depth and details. 

Next came 3D model building which took me over 
30 hours. I focused on the Eastern Region since 
thats where we live and this region is most relevant 
to my audience in North Carolina. I used new, 
recycled, and organic materials to create each plant. 
Starting with a base of cardboard and building out 
using twigs and wires that were then covered with 
silky or shimmery fabrics, paint, paper elements, 
and glitter (just because). I also created miniature 
versions of the eastern region plants for people to 
handle and interact with



Kristin Barta
ILLUSTRATOR     DESIGNER. Come to Life

Environmental Design

10



Kristin Barta
ILLUSTRATOR     DESIGNER. Come to Life

Environmental Design

11



Kristin Barta
ILLUSTRATOR     DESIGNER. Come to Life

Environmental Design

12



12

Thank You
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
919.578.0133
kristinbarta.com
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